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Review



Iran

The good times  Not so much
   Cyrus the Great
   550 BC – 330 BC
      Alexander and the Greeks
      330 BC – 63 BC
   The Parthians and Sassanids
   63 BC – 651 AD
      Arabs, Mongols and Tamerlane
      651 AD – 1405 AD
   The Safavids and Ashfars
   1501 - 1796
      The Qajars (and British and Russians)
      1796 - 1925
   Reza Shah Pahlavi
   1925 - 1941
      Mohammad Shah Pahlavi
      1941 – 1979
   The Islamic Republic (??)
   1979 - present



Afghanistan

British
India
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Reza Shah Pahlavi kicked the British and Russians out of Iran 
(except Anglo-Iranian Oil Company).





Red Army supply train in Iran during World War II



Today:
• Iran and Iraq
• Hostage Crisis
• Birth of Radical Islam
• Iran–Contra Affair
• Flight 655 and the USS Vincennes
• 9/11, Iran and the Taliban



THE SHAH AND 
SADDAM



1961, 1968, 1974—Kurds revolt in Iraq, backed by the Shah.



1968—Saddam Hussein becomes vice-president of Iraq.



3/6/75 Saddam and the Shah cut a deal on the Shatt al-’Arab.



Iraqi soldiers execute Kurds.







Iran plunges into near-chaos after the Shah and his government depart.
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1979—The Islamic Republic of Iran is the first 
“Islamic state.”
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HOSTAGE CRISIS



Nov. 4, 1979, “students” storm the U.S. Embassy.



U.S. Embassy employees held as hostages.



U.S. Embassy employees held as hostages.
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Desert One

4/1/1980, Operation Eagle Claw
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Desert One

Col. Charlie Beckwith





U.S. Embassy, Tehran.



IRAN-IRAQ WAR
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Ayatollah Khomeini vowed to export his 
Iranian Revolution.
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September 22, 1980, Saddam Hussein invades Iran.



Jan 20, 1981, 52 American hostages are back in the U.S.



September 22, 1980, Saddam Hussein invades Iran.Donald Rumsfeld and Saddam 
Hussein in Baghdad.



Basij militia soldiers.

Russian-made Iraqi tank.

Iranian artillery.



SEYED ALI HOSSEINI KHAMENEI
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Ali Khamenei,
About age 16



Seyyed Ali Hoseyni Khamenei serves as a liaison officer
during the Iran-Iraq war.



June 1981 Khamenei severely injured by a bomb 
set by the dissident group MEK.



As a wounded war hero, Khamenei is elected
war-time President of Iran in October 1981.

6/20/81 President Bani-Sadr 
is impeached.





HEZBOLLAH AND 
RADICAL ISLAM
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June 6, 1982, Israel invades Lebanon.
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Khomeini sends 1,500 Republican Guards to Lebanon 
to organize and train a Shi’a militia.



Qassem Soleimani speaks to troops during the Iran-Iraq War.



1982: Qassem Soleimani

helps organize

Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Hezbollah headed by Shi’ite cleric

Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah 



September 1982, Soleimani, Nasrallah and the

Hezbollah militia expands into southern Lebanon.



Hezbollah headed by Shi’ite cleric

Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah 

October 1983: Nasrallah orders Hezbollah to

Bomb the U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut—241 killed.



IRAN-CONTRA 
AFFAIR
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Iran makes an arms deal with Israel.

TOW anti-tank missile.
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Hassan Rouhani
Commander of Iran’s

Joint Military Operations Center

Robert C. McFarland
President Reagan’s 

National Security Advisor

Marine Lt. Col.
Oliver North



Donald Rumsfeld and Saddam 
Hussein in Baghdad.

TOW anti-tank missile.

HAWK anti-aircraft missile.



“TANKER WAR” AND 
FLIGHT 655



President Ali Khamenei visits 
an Iran-Iraq War battlefield in August 1988.



Tanker convoy No. 12 underway in the gulf, including the reflagged tanker GAS KING, 
the guided missile cruiser USS WILLIAM H. STANDLEY (CG-32) 
and the amphibious assault ship USS GUADALCANAL (LPH-7) .



Guided missile cruiser USS VINCENNES (CG-49) 



July 3, 1988 USS Vincennes 
shoots down Iran Air flight 655.  
290 killed.



Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini



Shiraz, Iran

Maybod, Iran



Pasargadae, Iran









Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
Dies June 3, 1989





June 4, 1989 Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei
elected Supreme Leader by the Assembly of Experts.

6/3/89 Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini

died.



June 4, 1989 Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei
elected Supreme Leader by the Assembly of Experts.



Seyyed Ali Hoseyni Khamenei,
The new Supreme Leader

Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani,
President, 1989-1997
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Hassan Rouhani 
appointed secretary
Of the Supreme 
National Security
Council, and National 
Security Advisor
To President Rafsanjani.



9/11 and the Taliban



1979, Soviet Union invades Afghanistan



U.S., Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, China and Iran support the 
Mujahideen.



February 1989.  The last Soviet troops leave Afghanistan.



1992-1994, Taliban takes over Afghanistan
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1990s, Using its IRGC, Iran supplies weapons to Hezbollah and 
develops relationships with Islamic Jihad, Hamas.



Attack on the World Trade Center

Sponsored by al Qaeda Executed by 
Mohammad Atta and Kahlid Sheikh Mohammad

September 11, 2001



November 2001.  U.S. Special Forces arm and train the Mujahideen to 
fight the Taliban.
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November 2001, Iran allows U.S. to use its airfields, port of Chabahar.



1/29/2002.  George W. Bush declares that North Korea, Iraq and 
Iran constitute an “Axis of Evil.”



3/20/2003.  Operation Iraqi Freedom—U.S. invades Iraq.



2/26/03.  George Bush predicts that the invasion of Iraq will be 
the first step in the democratization of the Middle East. 

3/21/03.  Neocons William Kristol, Richard Perle and Michael 
Ledeen say that Syria and Iran are next. 



8/29/03.  Abu Mus’ab al-Zarqawi 
truck-bombs the Imam Ali Mosque 
in Najaf, the most sacred site in 
Shi’a Islam. The driver of the 
suicide truck was Yassin Jarad, abu 
Mus’ab al-Zarqawi’s father-in-law.



Moqtada al-Sadr, Shi’a Mahdi Army.

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, al Qaeda.

Shi’a insurgents, spurred on by 
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, strike out 
across Iraq, but particularly in 
Baghdad and southern Iraq.



Moqtada al-Sadr, Shi’a Mahdi Army.

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, al Qaeda.

Iran sees the opportunity to 
step in and provide funding, 
weapons, organization and 
leadership to the Shi’a.  
Chaos in Iraq protects Iran 
from the U.S. and from Iraq.



Mahmoud Ahmadinejad



Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
President, 2005-2014





2006.  In response to Hezbollah kidnappings and rocket attacks,  Israel invades Lebanon

When Israel withdraws, Hezbollah 
claims victory and becomes enormously
popular in Lebanon.



Mahmoud AhmadinejadMir Hossein Mousavi
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